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THE DANTE PRIZE 



The Society offers an annual prize of one hundred dollars for the 
best essay by a student in any department of Harvard University, 
or by a graduate of not more than three years' standing, on a subject 
drawn from the life or works of Dante. The competition is open to 
students and graduates of similar standing of any college or univer- 
sity in the United States. 

For the year 1911-1912 the following subjects were proposed: 

1. A study of the vocabulary of Dante's Lyrics. 

2. The classification of Dante's Miscellaneous Lyrics, 

3. The influence of Boethius on the Vita Nuova and the Convito. 

4. A discussion of the authorship of II Fiore. 

j\ A study of Dante's influence upon English literature (or upon any 
single author or period). 

6. The relation of Dante's theological doctrines to the present teachings 
of the Church of Rome. 

7. The relation of modern scientific discovery to Dante's conception of 
the divine order of the universe. 

8. The main reasons for the increase of interest in the Divina Corn- 
media during the past fifty years. 

9. Dante and Cecco d'Ascoli. 

10. A study of the decline of Dante* s influence in Italy in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries. 

11. Modern traits in Dante. 

12. Dante in the anecdotic literature of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries. 

1 j. The influence of Guido Cavalcanti on Dante. 
14. A criticism of Torraca's edition of the Divina Commedia. 
Essays must be deposited with the Dean of Harvard College, 
Cambridge, Mass., on or before the first day of May. 
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Essayists are at liberty to write on any one of the subjects which 
have been proposed in the years during which the Dante Prize has 
been offered, or to propose new subjects for the approval of the 
Council of the Society. 

On the title-page must be written an assumed name and a state- 
ment of the writer's standing, i.e. whether he is a graduate or an 
undergraduate (and of what college or university) ; if he is an under- 
graduate, to what class he belongs, and to what department of the 
college or university. Under cover with the essay must be sent a 
sealed letter containing the true name and address of the writer, and 
superscribed with his assumed name. 

The essays must be written upon letter paper, of good quality, of 
the quarto size, with a margin of not less than one inch at the top, 
at the bottom, and on each side, so that they may be bound up with- 
out injury to the writing. The sheets on which the essay is written 
must be securely stitched together. 

The judges of the essays are a committee of the Dante Society. 

In case the judges decide that no essay submitted to them deserves 
the full prize, they are at liberty to award one or two prizes of fifty 
dollars, or to award no prize. 

The Dante Society has the privilege of retaining and depositing in 
the Dante Collection of the Harvard College Library any or all essays 
offered in competition for the Dante Prize, whether successful or not. 

Since its establishment the Dante Prize (in full or in part) has 
been awarded to the following persons : 

Heinrich Conrad Bierwirth .... 1887. 
For an essay entitled Dante's Obligations to the Schoolmen, espe- 
cially to Thomas Aquinas. 

George Rice Carpenter .... 1888. 
For an essay entitled The Interpretation and Reconciliation of the 
Different Accounts of his Experiences after the Death of Beatrice, given 
by Dante in the Vita Nuova and the Convito. 

Charles Sterrett Latham .... 1890. 
For an essay entitled A Translation into English of Dante's Letters, 
with Explanatory and Historical Comments. 
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Kenneth McKenzie .... 1894. 
For an essay entitled The Rise of the Dolce Stil Nuovo, 

Jeremiah Denis Matthias Ford .... 1895. 

For an essay entitled Dante's Influence upon Spanish Literature 
during the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries, 

Annette Fiske .... 1897. 

For an essay entitled Dante's Obligations to Old French and Pro- 
vencal Lyric Poetry, 

Arthur Newton Peaslee .... 1900. 

For an essay entitled A Metrical Rhyming Translation of the 
Three Canzoni of the Convito. 

Henry Latimer Seaver .... 190 1. 
For an essay entitled A Translation of the Canzoni in the Convito, 

Alain Campbell White .... 1902. 

The Latham Prize for an essay entitled A Translation of the 
Quaestio de Aqua et Terra, and a Discussion of its Authenticity. 

Alphonso de Salvio .... 1902. 

For an essay entitled The Verse Endings in the Divina Commedia 
in which Dante has made "li vocaboli direnelle sue rime altro che quello 
ch? erano appo gli altri dicitori usati di sprimere" 

Fritz Hagens .... 1903. 

For an essay entitled A Critical Comment of the De Vulgari 

Eloquio, 

Chandler Rathfon Post .... 1906. 

For an essay entitled The Beginnings of the Lnfluence of Dante in 
Castilian and Catalan Literature, 

Alexander Guy Holborn Spiers .... 1907. 
For an essay entitled Characteristics of the Vita Nuova, 
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Ralph Hayward Keniston .... 1909. 

For an essay entitled The Dante Tradition in the Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Centuries. 

Roger Theodore Lafferty . . . . 19 12. 
For an essay entitled The Philosophy of Dante. 



